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The Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau Public Golf Course first to drive green with SolarDrive 

 Hong Kong golf course becomes first golf course in the world to use solar-cell technology by SolarDrive to power its entire golf car fleet 
10 June 2009

The Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau Public Golf Course in Hong Kong today revealed its latest ground-breaking initiative in environmental management through the unveiling of an entire fleet of solar-cell powered golf carts.

The solar-cell roof panels, which have been fitted to the course’s existing 205 Club Car fleet, were designed and engineered by SolarDrive, a Denmark-based firm specialising in off-grid, solar technology for mobile use, and distributed in Hong Kong by its founding partner Vedbaek Concepts Ltd.

The initiative makes The Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau Public Golf Course the first golf course in the world, to have adopted SolarDrive’s highly efficient solar technology for their entire fleet of golf carts and the largest fleet in the world to be powered by such technology. This solar project is the course’s latest commitment to responsible environmental management of its operations. Indeed, the initiative comes only a few months after the Hong Kong course received official recognition for its environmental program as winners of the prestigious ‘Asian Golf Course Environment Award.’

The SolarDrive equipped golf carts are able to capture and convert daylight into sufficient energy to power golf carts year-round, even on cloudy days. Furthermore, as the carts charge whilst being driven, they are more efficient and can out-perform their battery-powered counterparts. By investing in SolarDrive’s state-of-the-art technology, it is estimated that the golf course will reduce carbon emissions by up to 30 tonnes per year
 as a result of the reduced power consumption requirements of the fleet. 

The solar panel roofs, capable of being retrofitted to any make of electric golf cart, not only provide environmental savings by facilitating carbon emission free charging and driving, but will also lead to significant financial savings for the course. It is estimated that the consumption of grid electricity for the fleet will be reduced by between 50-75%
 and that the cars’ battery life will be virtually doubled. Savings from the extended battery life alone is expected to result in annual savings of approximately $387,500HKD ($50,000USD) across the fleet. 
. 

Mr Peter Randow, Managing Partner of SolarDrive commented: “We really are very honoured to have had the opportunity to assist Kau Sai Chau in their pioneering efforts to raise environmental standards in golf course management. 
He added: “This deal is a major milestone for SolarDrive and we are confident that more courses both in Asia and around the world will look to adopt this technology thanks to the positive effect that it can have on both their environmental credentials and their bottom line.”

Mr Cameron N Halliday, General Manager at The Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau Public Golf Course added: “Our partnership with SolarDrive during its design evolution has resulted in a product that will enable us to further cut our carbon emissions, reflecting our ongoing commitment to implement new and innovative solutions that will help make our golf course as environmentally friendly as possible. They have provided us with what we believe is a smart solution that makes both environmental sense and good business sense too.” 

The SolarDrive project at Kau Sai Chau is part of an innovative USD45 million city-wide Environment Project initiated by The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust in response to the pressing issues of global warming and climate change.  The Environment Project is also spearheading environmental awareness in the marine sector with its funding of the replacement of the Golf Course’s existing diesel ferry service to a solar hybrid powered fleet from mid 2010.
The Hong Kong Jockey Club’s Executive Director, Charities, Mr William Y Yiu, notes that “concern for the environment has been at the fore in managing operations since the facilities first opened to the public in 1995 and it was very encouraging to see this latest Charities Trust initiated project assist the Golf Course in its ongoing efforts to improve the environmental management across all areas of the operation.“
- ENDS -
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Image: A high-resolution image can be downloaded from www.solardrive.com by clicking on the photographs featured. 
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Notes to editors

About SolarDrive 

SolarDrive is a Danish company that specializes in applied solar technology primarily for mobile use.  It develops highly efficient solar products for electric vehicles and off-grid solar powered products. SolarDrive equipped vehicles are capable of transferring between 180-360 watts of energy to a vehicle’s battery system. This results in carbon free charging and driving and considerable additional range between charges in typical applications. Financial benefits include: lower electricity costs, lower battery costs due to extended battery life through continuous charging and, at some courses, increased revenue opportunities from the improved rental capacity of the carts. For more information visit: www.solardrive.com
About The Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau Public Golf Course 

The Jockey Club Kau Sai Chau course is the only public golf course in Hong Kong and was created with funds donated by The Hong Kong Jockey Club to meet the growing demand for golf in the region. Located along the rugged coastline of Kau Sai Chau within the scenic port shelter area, the three 18-hole golf courses; the North and South Courses designed by the legendary Gary Player, and Nelson and Haworth designed East Course offer challenging golf in a spectacular setting with sweeping views of Sai Kung and the South China Sea. For more information visit www.kscgolf.org.hk 
About Vedbaek Concepts Ltd:

Vedbaek Concepts is a technology company based locally in Hong Kong. It is one of SolarDrive’s founding partners and is also responsible for distribution of the SolarDrive technology in Hong Kong, China, Japan, Korea and the Philippines. For more information email: info@vedbaek-concepts.com  
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� This figure is an estimate and for guidance only. It has been calculated based upon each of the 205 cars having the capacity to produce a very conservative estimate of 0.75kWh/day. This has then been translated into the carbon emissions this would represent if ordinary grid electricity from a modern power plant was being used to provide this power. (a modern coal fuelled power plant emits approx. 0.5kg CO2 per kWh produced). 


� In order to maintain full capacity the batteries require periodic charging from the grid. The amount of grid electricity required to top up the cars’ battery charge depends upon car usage and the local climate.


� This figure is an estimate and for guidance only. It is primarily based upon a standard battery pack (of six per cart) costing  $7,200HKD ($930USD), and the batteries of SolarDrive equipped carts being replaced every 4 years as opposed to every 2 years over a period of 14 years. Battery life will vary and will be influenced by individual golf cart maintenance programmes employed by a course 





